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Course Description 
Spanish 348-The study of the cultural heritage of Spanish-America. 
This course proposes a multi-disciplinary examination of Latin American culture, 
politics, and society and the projection of them in the present and last century with 
relation to the United States and the emerging globalized world. Latin America is a 
complex region, filled with contrasts, failures and possibilities and more than anything, 
a heterogeneous population with deep-rooted traditions. Its countries have followed at 
times parallel and at times divergent paths. Cultural origins and language unite the 
region. National histories, nationalism and regionalism and heterogeneous local 
experiences separate it into parts.  
 
Pepperdine’s Mission and SPAN 348 
This course is being taught in full support of the Pepperdine Mission: tolerating no 
excuse for mediocrity, demands the highest standards of academic excellence as we 
study “the other” as an act of dignifying the person, combining the knowledge call for a 
life of service that expands the national into the international realm. 

G R A C I E L A  S .  B O R U S Z K O ,  P H . D .  

221

Text Required: 
Chang-Rodriguez, Eugenio, Latinoamérica, Su Civilización y Su 
Cultura, Heinle & Heinle, Thompson Learning, Fourth Edition, 
2008 Print. ISBN-10: 1-4130-3217-6 
 
Recommended:   
Diccionario monolingüe Español 
A variety of dictionaries are available on line at the Real Academia 
Española site. 
http://buscon.rae.es/draeI/html/cabecera.html 

Professor:  
Graciela S. Boruszko, PhD 
Associate Professor 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Mondays 10:30-11:30 AM 
Tuesdays 10:00-11:00 AM 
Fridays 10:00-11:00 AM 
Available at other times by 
appointment. 
 
Office : SAC124 
Phone: 310 506 7012 
e-mail: 
graciela.boruszko@pepperdine.edu 
 
The best way to contact me: by e-
mail. 

 

 



 

 

THE LOREM IPSUMS FALL 2012 

2 

Student Learning Outcomes for SPAN 348 
SPAN 348 introduces the following learning outcomes for the Spanish major that are correlated to the corresponding Hispanic 
Studies Program Learning Outcomes (see below numbered 1-4). 
By the end of the course, the SPAN 
348 student will: 

What Students Do to Master 
the Outcome 

Evidence to Grade and Assess 
Student Learning 

1. Be able to participate in multilingual 
communities at home and around the world 
gaining knowledge by connecting with other 
disciplines to acquire information. 
 
Corresponding PLOs 3-4 

Engage in daily readings of diverse 
nature (news, politics, etc.) Participate 
in debates, colloquiums, service 
projects, simulations. 
Corresponding PLOs 3-4 

Daily/Periodic evaluation of in-class 
communication progress. Evaluation of 
individual and group presentations in a 
variety of forums. 
Midterm and final presentations to assess 
the student success in applying 
communicational skills. 
Corresponding PLOs 3-4 

2. Be able to think critically about the Latin 
American society’s root and the evolution in 
time from pre-Columbian times until the 
present times and their projections to the 
future in an emerging globalized world. 
Corresponding PLOs 1-2 

Students will complete group and 
individual readings and presentations, 
Participate in colloquiums, and in a 
mini-conference where they will 
present their research topics. 
Write and revise compositions 
Corresponding PLOs 1-2 

Graded written exams, research projects, 
presentations of diverse nature and 
compositions to assess level of writing and 
cultural analytical processes on the topics 
assigned. 
Corresponding PLOs 1-2 
 

3. Identify and articulate major cultural 
aspects of Latin American countries 
including politics, historical events, religion, 
traditions, countries, important figures, 
music, and films. 
Corresponding PLOs 1-4 

In-class activities and conversations 
that integrate cultural content with 
language learning. See oral 
presentations projects 1 and 2. 
Corresponding PLOs 1-4 

Presentations, written assignments, and 
tests that integrate cultural content with 
language learning 
 
 
Corresponding PLOs 1-4 

Hispanic Studies Program Learning Outcomes 
http://seaver.pepperdine.edu/internationalstudiesandlanguages/academics/languages/spanish/ 
A student who completes the Hispanic Studies major should be able to: 

1. Read, comprehend and evaluate content with a difficulty level from simple conversational text to technical, theoretical and 
literary passages. 

2. Compose written documents that express, explain and analyze culture and literature. 
3. Understand aurally and respond orally to basic conversation, as well as more complex, scholarly discussion situations in a 

variety of regional and social dialects. 
4. Describe and critique in written and verbal form cultural manifestations and social institutions of the Hispanic World, as 

well as current issues related to belief systems, politics, and social justice issues.   

Expectations For The Class 

Attendance, Preparation and Participation:  
Satisfactory preparation consists of careful reading of the assigned materials, thoughtful reflection on the study questions that have 
been assigned, and thorough, timely completion of them in writing.   

Satisfactory participation consists of active, informed involvement in all class activities throughout the semester.   

You will be expected to ask relevant questions; volunteer to respond to questions; adopt an active role in class, and consistently 
contribute to the class with information, ideas, perspectives and opinions; you will be expected to speak Spanish at all times.  

Class attendance is required. Aside from missing class discussion, a missed class means that you have missed the opportunity, one 
that is impossible to make up, to practice and improve your language skills. You will also have missed any daily homework, 
participation, or quiz grades. 
Absences and tardiness will negatively affect your grade. Please note that if you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out about 
the material covered in class, as well as the assignments for the next class by communicating with a classmate. Student athletes must 
submit official documentation from their coach for each and every anticipated class absence. 
For each additional unexcused absence beyond three (3), your grade will be lowered by a third of a letter grade, that is, an A- will 
become a B+. Unless the absence is accompanied by a doctor’s note, six (6) unjustified absences will result in an automatic, 
professor initiated "F" or "No Credit" for the course. Arriving to class late, leaving early or coming and going during class counts at 
least as one half of an absence. If you participate in university-sponsored events (athletics, debates, etc.), you should immediately 
inform your professor so that you may discuss attendance. 
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Learning is not attained by chance, it must be sought for with ardor and attended 
to with diligence” (Abigail Adams, 1780) 

 
Grading 
Evaluation of Student Progress: Late work will NOT be accepted. Your progress 
will be measured by an evaluation of the following:     
 
1. Exam     20% 
2. Presentation 1    10 % 
3. Presentation 2    10 % 
4. Simulaciones     10 % 
5. Drug Legalization Colloquium  10% 
6. Final Research Project   20% 
7. Class preparation     20 % 
(written assignments and oral participation in class)  

 

Grade Descriptor 
1. Midterm Exam 
We will assess informational knowledge and critical evaluation of cultural structures. It will take the form of a written 
essay as a response to an article provided. 
 
2. Presentation 1 
You will present an autobiography or memoir written in first person of a famous Latin American. This person will be the 
subject of your paper as well. You will present the topic with a power point and hand in the paper on February 8th. You will 
also represent the opinions of this person in the debate “Simulaciones” scheduled for the 19th of March. 
 
3. Presentation 2 
The class will be divided into groups of two students that will be working on a topic related to a cultural aspect of Latin 
America. The presentation will be in the form of a one on one debate with another class member on the polemical topic 
you chose. Topics include but are not limited to: The World Bank/WTO/ IMF, Ejército Zapatista de Liberación Nacional, 
Environmental protection/Earth Liberation Front, The Shining Path/ Sendero Luminoso, FARC, NAFTA, Globalization, 
Hugo Chavez, Liberation Theology, Neo Liberalism, Structural Adjustment policies, Cuba/ Castro, Multinational 
Corporations, Central American- Dominican Republic Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA), US intervention (past or future). 
You will discuss your topic of interest with me, and I will approve it according to its relevance and interest. You and your 
partner should use visual aids in order to make your presentation more interesting; however, you should not read your 
presentation. You may use flash cards to recall specific words or dates. The presentations will take place on March 29th. 
The grade will be based on the oral presentation. No written paper is to be handed to the instructor. 
 
4. Simulaciones 
There will be a debate in which you will participate as the person you have selected to study for your paper and 
presentation. The topic will be “The future of Latin America and the Resolution of the Challenges of the XXI century.” 
The debate will take place on the 19th of March and the grade will be based on the oral participation. 

Grade Conversion 
Your points will be converted to a letter grade as follows: 
 
94-100  A   74-76.99  C 
90-93.99 A-   70-73.99  C- 
87-89.99 B+   67-69.99  D+ 
84-86.99 B   64-66.99  D 
80-83.99 B-   60-63.99  D- 
77-79.99 C+   00-59.99  F 
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5. Drug Legalization Colloquium 
Positions represented will be as follows, a convicted drug addict, a Mexican drug lord, a Colombian grower, a U.S. 
senator, a street seller in the United States, A mule, a Central American truck driver (who occasionally traffics cocaine), or 
another persona of your choice. It will take place on March 12th. The grade will be based on the oral participation. 
 
 6. Final Research Project 
You will prepare a research paper on a topic of your choice that is related to the class content. It will be presented with the 
aid of a power point on April 24th and a final written copy handed to the professor. 
 
7. Class Preparation and Participation (written assignments and oral participation in class) 
Each student will choose one Latin American country and report on it weekly sharing the latest news. Every Friday, each 
student will bring to the class current information regarding the particular country. The information has to come from a 
reputable source.  
 
This is a discussion, reading, and writing- intensive course. The success of this format depends on how well-prepared each 
student is BEFORE coming to class. Effective participation requires that students arrive to class on time and ready to 
engage in advanced conversation about the materials for that day. I will assume you have read the materials and that you 
are ready for discussion and to receive complementary material that I have prepared for you. We will start each class with 
a time for questions that could have been prompted by your reading assignments. Class will often be divided into smaller 
discussion groups in order to discuss topics in greater detail. Students will be given a chance to discuss and defend their 
opinions in class as well as learn to be tolerant of differing opinions. Moreover, students are encouraged to examine their 
convictions and interpretations not only by writing but also in the process of classroom discussion. 
 

Class Guidelines 
 

Academic Integrity Policy: Academic Integrity is the expression of intellectual virtue in human beings as a result of their 
creation in God's image. It represents the convergence of the best of the human spirit and God's spirit, which requires personal, 
private and community virtue. As a Christian institution, Pepperdine University affirms that integrity begins in our very created 
being and is lived out in our academic work. 

In order for the code to be effective, the community must maintain its health and vitality. This requires a genuine sense of 
maturity, responsibility, and sensitivity on the part of every member. In particular, each member of the Seaver College 
community is expected to pursue his or her academic work with honesty and integrity. 

Unfortunately, students do, on occasion, violate Academic Integrity, and this provides a need for discipline and an opportunity 
for restoration. The following pages describe the various forms of violation recognized by Pepperdine University and the 
resulting steps that both the student and institution must take. 
 
Use of Cell Phones and Computers in the Classroom:  You are not allowed to have your cell phone on during the 
class period. You are not allowed to use the computer to check your e-mail nor to engage in communications that are not 
required by the professor. Repeated infractions will be sanctioned at the discretion of the professor. 
 
Make-up Policy:  
Work done in class and quizzes can NOT be made up.  Exams may be made up for medical/documented reasons only. A 
written excuse from a physician (or other written documentation) must be provided. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Any student with a documented disability (physical, learning, or psychological) needing academic accommodations should 
contact the Disability Services Office (Main Campus, Tyler Campus Center 264, x6500) as early in the semester as possible. All 
discussions will remain confidential.  Please visit http://www.pepperdine.edu/disabilityservices/ for additional information. 
 
Student Behavior 
A respectful behavior is expected at all times in all kinds of interactions: in the classroom discourse, during the interactions 
outside of the classroom and manifested in any kind of format.  
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Intellectual Property:  
Course materials prepared by the instructor, together with the content of all lectures and review sessions presented by the 
instructor, are the property of the instructor. Video and audio recording of lectures and review sessions without the consent of 
the instructor is prohibited. Unless explicit permission is obtained from the instructor, recordings of lectures and review sessions 
may not be modified and must not be transferred or transmitted to any other person. Electronic devices other than laptops (e.g., 
cell phones, PDAs, calculators, recording devices) are not to be used during lectures or exams without prior permission of the 
instructor. Copyright 2013 Graciela Susana Boruszko, as to this syllabus and all lectures. Students shall not sell notes (or receive 
remuneration for taking notes) during this course to or by any person or commercial entity without the express written 
permission of the professor teaching this course.  
 
On Line Course Evaluations 
The online evaluation period will open after the withdrawal period has ended and will close the night before finals begin. The 
evaluation period opens on Friday, April 13th and closes on Sunday, April 21st. When the online evaluation period begins, 
students are notified by an e-mail from the Dean’s Office with directions on logging in at 
http://services.pepperdine.edu/course-evaluations/. 
After the initial instruction e-mail those students who have not completed their evaluation will be sent reminder e-mails. Note 
that the login password is unique and is not the student’s Pepperdine network password, so the evaluation capability is in no 
way tied to our system. 
To reset ones password students should go to the link “Request Your Password” to have their password e-mailed to them. For 
technical support, please call the Help Desk at (310) 506- HELP (4357). 
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CALENDARIO TENTATIVO DE ACTIVIDADES 

Survey on Spanish-American Culture and Civilization SPAN 348.01   
Spring 2013 

Dra. Graciela Susana Boruszko 

Week 
   semana 

Martes 
12:00-1:50 PM 

Viernes   
12:00-1:50 PM 

Semana 1 
enero 8 y 11 

Introducción al Curso  
Capítulo 1 

Capítulo 2 
Selección de Lecturas 
Noticias 

Semana 2 
enero 15 y 18 

Capítulo 3 
Selección de personaje latinoamericano 
para Presentación 1 y Simulaciones 

Capítulo 4 
Noticias 

Semana 3 
enero 22 y 25 

Capítulo 5 
Decidir el tema de la investigación 
(Final Research Project) 

Capítulo 6 
Noticias 

Semana 4 
enero 29 y 
febrero 1 

Capítulo 7 
Decidir el tópico de la presentación 2 

Capítulo 8 
Noticias 
Compartir Lecturas 

Semana 5 
febrero 5 y 8 

Capítulo 9 
Decidir el personaje del Colloquium 

Presentación 1 
 

Semana 6 
febrero 12 y 15 

Capítulo 10 
 

Examen Midterm 
 

Semana 7 
febrero 19 y 22 

Capítulo 11 
 

Capítulo 12 
Noticias 

Semana 8 
febrero 26 y 
marzo 1 

Spring Break Spring Break 

Semana 9 
marzo 5 y 8 

Capítulo 13 
 

Capítulo 13 
Noticias  
Last day to withdraw with a grade of W 

Semana 10 
marzo 12 y 15 

Capítulo 14 
Drug Legalization Colloquium 
 

Capítulo 14 y 15 
Noticias  
 

Semana 11 
marzo 19 y 22 

Capítulo 15 
Simulaciones 
 

Capítulo 16 
Noticias 

Semana 12 
marzo 25 y 29 

Capítulo 17 
Compartir Lecturas 

Presentación 2 
 

Semana 13 
abril 2 y 5 

Capítulos 17 y 18  
First draft of research project due to a 
classmate reviewer 

Actividad Cultural  
Visita a museos. 
 

Semana 14 
abril 9 y 12 

Actividad de Conexión Lingüística y 
Entrevistas Culturales 

Actividad de Lectura Cultural 
Ver una película española y Analizar Su Contenido 
Cultural 
Last day to withdraw with a grade of WP/WF 

Semana 15 
abril 16 y 19 

Reportes de Actividades 
Mesa Redonda 
Online Course Evaluation period starts 

Capítulos 19 y 20 
Compartir Lecturas  
 

Final Exams 
Abril 22 al 26  

Presentaciones Finales Proyecto de 
Investigación  
Miércoles 24 de abril 10:30-1:00 PM 

 

 

 


