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Course Description 

1

Spanish 341 Advanced Grammar and Composition 
Intensive study of grammar and practice in written Spanish. Style is 
studied.  
 
Prerequisite: SPAN 252 or equivalent competency (PS, RM, WI) 
 
Pepperdine’s Mission and SPAN341 
 
This course is being taught in full support of the Pepperdine Mission: 
tolerating no excuse for mediocrity, demands the highest standards of 
academic excellence as we study “the other” as an act of dignifying 
the person, combining the knowledge call for a life of service that 
expands the national into the international realm. 

 

 
MISSION OF PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 

combining the knowledge call for a life of service that expands the national into the international realm. 
 

 

G R A C I E L A  S .  B O R U S Z K O ,  P H . D .  
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21

Required Text:  
Mujica, Bárbara  El Próximo Paso Gramática-Lecturas-
Composición 2rd. ed., USA: Thomson Heinle, 2002. 
 
Recommended:   
1. Diccionario monolingüe Español 
A variety of dictionaries are available on line at the Real Academia 
Española site. 
http://buscon.rae.es/draeI/html/cabecera.html 
 
2. Diccionario de Antónimos, synónimos e ideas afines. 

2

Professor:  
Graciela S. Boruszko, Ph.D 
Associate Professor- Hispanic Studies 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Mondays 7:30-8:00 AM 
Tuesdays and Fridays  
10:00-11:00 AM 
Available at other times by 
appointment. 
 
Office : SAC124 
Phone: 310 506 7012 
e-mail: 
graciela.boruszko@pepperdine.edu 
 
The best way to contact me: by e-mail. 
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Student Learning Outcomes for SPAN341 
SPAN 341 introduces the following learning outcomes for the Spanish major that are correlated to the corresponding 
Hispanic Studies Program Learning Outcomes (see below numbered 1-4). 
 

A successful SPAN341 student will: What Students Do to Master 
the Outcome 

Evident to Assess 
Student Learning 

1. Write arguments and discussions on 
familiar issues, showing supporting evidence 
and a development of ideas.  
Corresponding PLOs 1-2 

Write paragraphs and essays for a 
variety of purposes using effective 
structures and organization. 
Corresponding PLOs 1-2 

In-class essays and final 
paper. 
 
Corresponding PLOs 1-2 

2. Demonstrate control of the Spanish 
grammar system to broaden the ways to 
analyze, argue, persuade, describe, classify 
and explain. 
Corresponding PLOs 1-2 

Assigned readings and grammar 
exercises, in-class oral and written 
exercises, short essays, blog 
participation. 
Corresponding PLOs 1-2 

Quizzes, two grammar 
exams (short answer), 
participation, essays 
 
Corresponding PLOs 1-2 

3. In response to feedback and self-
assessment, redraft writing to improve clarity 
of organization, expression and purpose, and 
not just correct inaccuracies. 
Corresponding PLOs 1-2 

Revise all essays, peer-review of 
essays, blog participation. 
 
Corresponding PLOs 1-2 

Revisions of essays, blog 
comments, final paper 
(outline, 1st version, final 
version) 
Corresponding PLOs 1-2 

 
Hispanic Studies Program Learning Outcomes 
http://seaver.pepperdine.edu/internationalstudiesandlanguages/academics/languages/spanish/ 
A student who completes the Hispanic Studies major should be able to: 

1. Read, comprehend, and evaluate content with a difficulty level from simple conversational text to technical, 
theoretical and literary passages. 

2. Compose written documents that express, explain and analyze culture and literature. 
3. Understand aurally and respond orally to basic conversation, as well as more complex, scholarly discussion 

situations in a variety of regional and social dialects. 
4. Describe and critique in written and verbal form cultural manifestations and social institutions of the Hispanic 

World, as well as current issues related to belief systems, politics and social justice issues.   
 

Expectations For The Class 
 

Attendance, Preparation and Participation:  
Satisfactory preparation consists of careful reading of the assigned materials, thoughtful reflection on the study questions that have 
been assigned, and thorough, timely completion of them in writing.   

Satisfactory participation consists of active, informed involvement in all class activities throughout the semester.   

You will be expected to ask relevant questions; volunteer to respond to questions; adopt an active role in class, and consistently 
contribute to the class with information, ideas, perspectives and opinions; you will be expected to speak Spanish at all times.  

Class attendance is required. Aside from missing class discussion, a missed class means that you have missed the opportunity, one 
that is impossible to make up, to practice, and improve your language skills. You will also have missed any daily homework, 
participation, or quiz grades. 
Absences and tardiness will negatively affect your grade. Please note that if you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out about 
the material covered in class, as well as the assignments for the next class by communicating with a classmate. Student athletes must 
submit official documentation from their coach for each and every anticipated class absence. 
For each additional unexcused absence beyond three (3), your grade will be lowered by a third of a letter grade, that is, an A- will 
become a B+. Unless the absence is accompanied by a doctor’s note, six (6) unjustified absences will result in an automatic, professor 
initiated "F" or "No Credit" for the course. Arriving to class late, leaving early or coming and going during class counts at least as one 
half of an absence. If you participate in university-sponsored events (athletics, debates, etc.), you should immediately inform your 
professor so that you may discuss attendance. 
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Learning is not attained by chance, it must be sought for with ardor and attended 
to with diligence” (Abigail Adams, 1780) 

 
Grading 
Evaluation of Student Progress: Late work will NOT be accepted.  Your progress 
will be measured by an evaluation of the following:     

2 Grammar Exams     20% 
In-class essays (3)     30 % 
Quizzes        10 % 
Service Project      10% 
Class attendance, and preparation   10 % 
Final Writing Project     20% 
 

Grade Conversion 
 

Sobre la gramática 
La lengua, medio fundamental de la comunicación humana, se adquiere de forma 
práctica e intuitiva, se aprende aplicando conocimientos que proporciona la 
experiencia. Así, podría parecer que el estudio sistemático de algo que se posee de 
forma tan natural carece de utilidad inmediata. Sin embargo, una persona que 
conozca bien la mecánica de su lengua la empleará con mayor precisión, 
haciendo de ella un instrumento mucho más eficaz en su vida diaria y en el trato 
con los demás. Y es precisamente del funcionamiento y la estructura de la lengua 

Grade Descriptor 
1. Two grammar exams 
These exams will be based on the grammar content of the units studied. The best way to prepare for them is to do the daily 
assignments, actively participate in class, join a study buddy and make sure you understand the concepts, study the vocabulary and 
come to office hours if you need it. Please see the dates in our calendario de actividades.  

2. In-class Essays (3) 
You will write in the class (lab) the paper listed in our calendar of activities. You can prepare it beforehand, stop by my office if you 
have questions, bring a dictionary and notes but you cannot have the written paper with you. You will be given an opportunity 
to revise your essay after receiving professor feedback, correcting your grammar and style and improving your organization. 
While revising, you should also improve the essay as a whole, not just correct inaccuracies. The final essay is a multi-stage 
process, teaching you the basics of research, documentation, thesis development, and fluid expression of ideas. MLA style will 
be used. Please see the dates in our calendario de actividades. 

Grading policy note: You must carefully proofread your work before submitting it. Any work submitted that contains three 
or more basic mistakes (spelling, article/noun/adjective agreement) will not be accepted. Upon your redo and resubmit, 10% 
will be automatically deducted from that assignment.  

Your points will be converted to a letter grade as follows: 
 
94-100  A   74-76.99  C 
90-93.99 A-   70-73.99  C- 
87-89.99 B+   67-69.99  D+ 
84-86.99 B   64-66.99  D 
80-83.99 B-   60-63.99  D- 
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3. Quizzes 
We will have periodical unannounced and announced quizzes. 

 

4. Service Project 
You will need to complete 5 hours of service during this semester and write a repot according to the guidelines. 

 

6. Final Writing Project 
You will write an original research paper. See supplemental documents published in Courses. 

 
Class Preparation and Participation 
This is a discussion, reading, and writing- intensive course. The success of this format depends on how well-prepared each 
student is BEFORE coming to class. Effective participation requires that students arrive to class on time and ready to engage in 
advanced conversation about the materials for that day. I will assume you have read the materials and that you are ready for 
discussion and to receive complementary material that I have prepared for you. We will start each class with a time for 
questions that could have been prompted by your reading assignments. Class will often be divided into smaller discussion 
groups in order to discuss topics in greater detail. Students will be given a chance to discuss and defend their opinions in class as 
well as learn to be tolerant of differing opinions. Moreover, students are encouraged to examine their convictions and 
interpretations not only by writing but also in the process of classroom discussion. 
 

Class Guidelines 

Online Course Evaluations 
The online evaluation period will open after the withdrawal period has ended and will close the night before finals begin. The 
evaluation period opens on Friday, November 30th and closes on Sunday, December 9th. When the online evaluation period 
begins, students are notified by an e-mail from the Dean’s Office with directions on logging in at 
http://services.pepperdine.edu/course-evaluations/. 
After the initial instruction e-mail those students who have not completed their evaluation will be sent reminder e-mails. Note 
that the login password is unique and is not the student’s Pepperdine network password, so the evaluation capability is in no 
way tied to our system. 
To reset ones password students should go to the link “Request Your Password” to have their password e-mailed to them. For 
technical support, please call the Help Desk at (310) 506- HELP (4357). 
 
Academic Integrity Policy: Academic Integrity is the expression of intellectual virtue in human beings as a result of their 
creation in God's image. It represents the convergence of the best of the human spirit and God's spirit, which requires personal, 
private and community virtue. As a Christian institution, Pepperdine University affirms that integrity begins in our very created 
being and is lived out in our academic work. 

In order for the code to be effective, the community must maintain its health and vitality. This requires a genuine sense of 
maturity, responsibility, and sensitivity on the part of every member. In particular, each member of the Seaver College 
community is expected to pursue his or her academic work with honesty and integrity. 

Unfortunately, students do, on occasion, violate Academic Integrity, and this provides a need for discipline and an opportunity 
for restoration. The following pages describe the various forms of violation recognized by Pepperdine University and the 
resulting steps that both the student and institution must take. 

Use of Cell Phones and Computers in the Classroom:  You are not allowed to have your cell phone on during the 
class period. You are not allowed to use the computer to check your e-mail nor to engage in communications that are not 
required by the professor. Repeated infractions will be sanctioned at the discretion of the professor. 
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Make-up Policy:  
Work done in class and quizzes can NOT be made up.  Exams may be made up for medical/documented reasons only.  A 
written excuse from a physician (or other written documentation) must be provided. 
 
Intellectual Property:  
Course materials prepared by the instructor, together with the content of all lectures and review sessions presented by the 
instructor, are the property of the instructor.  Video and audio recording of lectures and review sessions without the consent of 
the instructor is prohibited.  Unless explicit permission is obtained from the instructor, recordings of lectures and review 
sessions may not be modified and must not be transferred or transmitted to any other person.  Electronic devices other than 
laptops (e.g., cell phones, PDAs, calculators, recording devices) are not to be used during lectures or exams without prior 
permission of the instructor. Copyright 2014 Graciela Susana Boruszko, as to this syllabus and all lectures.  Students shall not 
sell notes (or receive remuneration for taking notes) during this course to or by any person or commercial entity without the 
express written permission of the professor teaching this course.  
 
Student Differently Able 
Any student with a documented disability (physical, learning, or psychological) needing academic accommodations should 
contact the Disability Services Office (Main Campus, Tyler Campus Center 264, x6500) as early in the semester as possible.  All 
discussions will remain confidential.  Please visit http://www.pepperdine.edu/disabilityservices/ for additional information. 
 
Student Behavior 
A respectful behavior is expected at all times in all kinds of interactions: in the classroom discourse, during the interactions 
outside of the classroom and manifested in any kind of format.  
 
Spanish Chapel  
The Department holds Spanish Chapels on Mondays 10:10 AM in Stauffer Chapel. Practice your Spanish, worship, and get 
Convo credit. This is an uplifting way to begin your week with prayers, singing, and a devotional led by Hispanic Studies 
faculty and students. If you are interested in leading a prayer, song, or offering a devotional, please let me know.  
 
Courses (Online Blackboard) 
This class will use the online learning platform Courses. This syllabus, class announcements, study guides, and all supplemental 
materials will be available to you on this site. 
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CALENDARIO TENTATIVO DE ACTIVIDADES 

Spring 2014 
Advanced Grammar and Composition SPAN 341 

Dra. Graciela Susana Boruszko 

Semana Martes 
12-13:50 PM  

Viernes  
12-13:50 PM 

Semana 1 
Enero 6-10 

Introducción 
al curso  
Capítulo 1 

Capítulo 1 
Last day of Add/Drop period; last day 100% refund 
period 

Semana 2 
Enero 13-17 

Capítulo 2 
 

Capítulo 2 
 

Semana 3 
Enero 20-24 

Martin Luther King Holiday Capítulo 3 

Semana 4 
Enero 27-31 

Capítulo 3 
In-Class Essay 1 

Actividad de Lectura Cultural 
Ver una película española y Analizar Su Contenido 
Cultural 

Semana 5 
Febrero 3-7 

Capítulo 4 
Reporte de Actividades Culturales 

Capítulo 4 
 

Semana 6 
Febrero 10-14 

Capítulo 5 
In-Class Essay 2 

Capítulo 5 y Repaso 
 

Semana 7 
Febrero 17-21 

Examen Gramatical 1 
 

Capítulo 6 
 

Semana 8 
Febrero 24-28 

SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK 

Semana 9 
Marzo 3-7 

Capítulo 6 
 

Capítulo 7 
In-Class Essay 3 

Semana 10 
Marzo 10-14 

Capítulo 7 
Draft Writing Project Due to peer 

 Actividad de Conexión Lingüística y Entrevistas 
Culturales 
 

Semana 11 
Marzo 17-21 

Actividad Cultural  
Visita a museos. 

Capítulo 8 
Reporte de Actividades Culturales 
 

Semana 12 
Marzo 24-28 

Capítulo 8 
 

Capítulo 8  
 

Semana 13 
Marzo 31-abril 4 

Capítulo 9 y Repaso 
 

Examen Gramatical 2 
 

Semana 14 
Abril 7-11 

Capítulo 9  
 

Capítulo 9 
Final Copy Writing Project Due to professor 
 

Semana 15 
Abril 14-18 

Capítulo 10 
Service Project Due 
Online Course Evaluation  

Capítulo 10  
Online Course Evaluation 
 

Final exam Presentaciones orales finales de los 
trabajos escritos- Conference 
 
Miércoles 23 de abril 10:30-1:00 PM 
 

 

 

 


